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THE SPOTLIGHT
LOVING GOD...REACHING AND SERVING OUR
NEIGHBORS IN CHRIST

A Letter from Pastor Marilyn

OFFICE HOURS:

Greetings Beloved of God!
I pray this newsletter finds all of you in good health and spirits,
and enjoying the beauty of each day. It seems winter has been
‘unseasonably cold’ thus far. Weather has been rather unkind as
we’ve needed to cancel Sunday worship services and the Martin
Luther King Celebration (rescheduled to March 31 st ). Although
winter is not my favorite season, yet I do enjoy sitting near a
window on a snowy day with a warm cup of something! A warm
indoors on a cold day is one of the great blessings of the Lord,
especially as I realize that it is not to be for everyone. Please
keep the homeless in your prayers. If you are able to give an old

TUESDAY-FRIDAY
10AM-3PM
PHONE:

419-447-6748
EMAIL:

OFFICE@TIFFINFAITH.ORG
WEBSITE:

coat and/or blanket to a mission site, please share what you
have with those who so desperately need it during these months.

WWW.TIFFINFAITH.ORG

The Salvation Army will receive your donation weekdays from

FACEBOOK:

9am to 3:30pm.
I am excited to share with you that on March 1 st , we will be the

TIFFINFAITHUMC

host site for the Creative Worship Workshop, a hands-on learning
experience designed to bring creativity to congregations of any
size, means, or worship style. Led by Jason Moore, author and
worship coach, participants will laugh and be inspired as they
learn time-tested methodologies that can be used in their
church. For more information, see the flier in this newsletter and
talk with me! I’d love to
have several of us attend. The workshop is from 9:30 to 4:00pm
and includes lunch.
The season of Lent is fast approaching. In just a few short weeks,
our liturgical year will call us to begin an intentional time to
pause and reflect upon our personal relationship with God.
(to be continued on page 2)
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Spirit to work within us to
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show us our true selves, we

participate as we discover

are able to experience more

Jesus all over again. Our

of God’s grace in our lives

church family also looks

trusting in the power of His

forward to the annual joint

love to transform us to be

worship services with St. Paul

more like Jesus. We will have

UMC. We host on Ash

concluded the Sunday

Wednesday, March 6th when

morning study of the ‘fruit of

there will be imposition of

the Spirit’ - character traits

ashes and holy communion.

of Christians (sermon series

The Maundy Thursday service

and Sunday School). Perhaps

on April 18th will be held at

Lent could be an opportunity

St. Paul UMC. Both services

to consider more fully the

will have a mass choir, led by

amount of love, joy, peace,

our respective Choir

patience, kindness,

Directors! Please see Nancy

gentleness, and self-control

Ferguson for information

you experience in your life

about the choir rehearsal

and pray for more. I don’t

time for Ash Wednesday.

think any of us can have too

Finally, I want to be sure that

much of these qualities!

all of us are aware of the

During Lent, there will be a

Special Session of General

day and evening Bible Study

Conference being held this

which will begin the first

month to act upon a report

week of March. We’ll be

from the Commission on a

using the book & video series

Way Forward regarding

Renegade Gospel by pastor

issues of human sexuality.

and author Mike Slaughter,

Please read the article on

who brings his edgy,

page 7 of this newsletter.

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
II Corinthians 13:14
In His Service,

Pastor Marilyn
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THE KIDS KLUB CORNER
The trees have come down, the decorations have
been placed back in their boxes, and we are all
getting back to our normal schedules.

Christmas Day

has passed and it seems that most people have
tucked that Christmas spirit—you know, that bubbly,
cheerful, be nice to everyone cause its Christmas
attitude--away for the rest of the year.
do this each year?

Why do we

Whether we mean to or not it

seems like many of us do.

However, just because the

time of year has passed we don’t have to lose that
spirit.

Just think about how wonderful the world

would be if we all kept that Christmastime spirit all
year long.

This doesn’t have to be some sort of

fantasy, it all starts with each and every one of us
and how we live our lives.

Over the next few

months, the children of the church will be focusing on
the ways to do just that and keep that spirit with
them all year round.

One final note, we are going to
bring back the children’s
mailboxes in the narthex.

encourage the congregation to
help us bring this activity back
by dropping a note of
encouragement or a goody for
the kids when they have time
each Sunday.

narthex of the church and are
labeled for each of the kids.
The kids really look forward to
getting mail or a goody of
some sort.

Our hope is that

this will brighten their Sunday
morning when they find
something waiting for them in
their own mailbox.
Greg Harkins

spanning over the next couple months, the kids will
be learning about the Fruits of the Spirit.

We will be

spending each week focusing on a different Fruit of
the Spirit, beginning with Love, and learning how to
live a life that is pleasing to God.

We encourage all

the kids to come out each week to Sunday School
and learn with us how to be better Children of God.
With 2019 underway, the youth group has taken on
a new name and will now be known as the Kids Klub.
The Kids Klub is an all-inclusive club and welcomes all
In February there are a couple dates

to mark down on your calendar if you have or know a
possible club member.

These mailboxes

are currently located in the

Beginning in the first week of January and

kids to join us.

We

On February 3rd, immediately

following the 10:15 service we will gather downstairs
for lunch and a Valentine’s Day Party.

We will have

some games, activities, and will be making valentines
for our friends in the nursing home.

Also in February,

we will be putting the kids hand prints up on the hall
of hands downstairs at the church.

We will attempt

to do this on Sunday February 17th during the Sunday

MISSIONS
We are asking for items for the
students in

Kindergarten and

First Grade at Washington
School.
They are in need of school
supplies consisting of glue
sticks, Elmer's glue, Crayola
crayons, Fiskars brand scissors,
colored pencils, black dry erase
markers, highlighters, plastic
sterilite shoe boxes, large pink
erasers, boy's back packs, and
pants and underwear for boys
and girls - sizes 6 to 8.
The children are also in need of
10 headphones. Thank you in
advance for your help.

School hour one at a time so please dress
accordingly.
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SUNDAY
SCHOOL
As we are learning how to
live

fruitful lives through

our pastor’s sermons, the
Adult Sunday School class
is studying The Fruitful
Life, by Dr. Jerry Bridges.
We discuss the
characteristics that make
our life more full of

THANK YOU

kindness and goodness.
Faithfulness,

We would like to thank each and every one of you for
the support you showed our staff at Christmas time
with the Love Offering. We are truly blessed to have
the staff we do and the endless hours they commit.
We collected $838.00 which gave us the opportunity
to give each of them a bonus check for $93.11. Our
employees are Nancy Ferguson, Jan Foy, LuAnn

Gentleness

and Self-Control are our
studies for the coming
month.

Books and

outlines are available; as
well as more seats, coffee
and tea!

Please join us

any Sunday at 9 am.

Tooley, Bonnie Schereger, Laura Bayda, Chris Arnold,
Jane Arnold, Adam Arnold and Greg Harkins.
To each of you, thank you for all the long hours,
dedication and commitment you show each day.
Words cannot express our gratitude. Also a big thanks
to each committee member as well. Each of you
along with your dedication is gratefully appreciated.
Together is what Faith United Methodist is all about.
-THE SPRC

MLK DAY UPDATE!
The Martin Luther King Junior Community Celebration
has been rescheduled to Sunday, March 31st.
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SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please read the additional
documents attached.
They have information
about the Special Session
of General Conference
being held February 2326, 2019 in St. Louis
Mission.

Delegates will be

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

discerning options for "a

1—Rebecca McBride, Keith Lemons, Curt Mellott;

way forward' in The United

3– Ron Cramer, Jill Dryfuse;

Methodist Church

4– Richard Traunero,

regarding issues of human

8—Eric Depinet;

sexuality.

9– Virginia Cochie, Jaclyn Schalk, Harold Schubert;
11—Dan Galaba,
13—Mark Mesnard,
14—Sharon Richey;
15—George Dupey, Mary Jo Nay;
17—Bethany Simpkins;
18—Angela Feasel, Cory Prenzlin;
19—Andrew Newman;
21—Sandy Dryfuse;
23—Eunice McPhail, Allan Perrine, Brianna Richey;
24—Heather Arnold, Linda Lonsbury, Vickie Snyder;
27—Marion Drake, Bernard Ladd;
28—Mall Schalk February Anniversaries:

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
11—Gary & Kay Hicks

CREATIVE WORSHIP
WORKSHOP
A hands-on learning experience designed to bring
creativity to congregations of any size, means, and
worship style. See flyer on page 8 for more details.
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SPECIAL SESSION OF
GENERAL CONFERENCE TO
BE HELD THIS MONTH
A General Conference 2016 empowered our Council of Bishops to provide prayerful
leadership and explore options for “a way forward” regarding the impasse related
to issues of human sexuality, marriage and ordination. In response, the Bishops
created the ‘Commission on a Way Forward’ and subsequently called this special
session of General Conference for Feb. 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri.
Delegates will receive the Commission’s report, consider petitions and determine
the next steps for church structure, discipline and practices related to human
sexuality. I encourage you to read the materials attached to the email which
provide very helpful information. I also invite you to join myself and many, many
others in prayer that the Holy Spirit of God will guide and mediate this process.
In a January article, Bishop Tracie Malone wrote, “as we prepare for the Special
Session of General Conference and the days after, may we be committed to bring
our best gifts … a praying spirit, a humble spirit, and a steadfast spirit … as an
offering to honor Christ and the Church. May we have an unwavering trust in the
power of the Holy Spirit to help us discover the gift of God’s grace to help us do
what we are incapable of doing, to see what we cannot see, to hope where there is
no hope, and to honor the Christ in each other! Our journey continues after the
February 23-26 Special Session of General Conference as we move forward with
the mission of making disciples!”
I hope you will consider attending one of three informational gatherings where
Bishop Malone and members of the General Conference delegation will present the
facts of what happened at the Special Session and what comes next. Perhaps we
can go as a group. Although specific locations are yet to be announced, the dates
and times are as follow:
• Saturday, March 9
10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
Southern Region of the Conference

• Saturday, March 9
2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Central Region of the Conference

• Sunday, March 10
4:00 – 5:30 p.m
Northern Region of the Conference

Please don’t hesitate to contact Rev. Coney if you would like more information or to
discuss.
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