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A Letter From Pastor Marilyn
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord and Savior! 
 
    Christmas Day has come and gone, and the New Year is upon us!  My heart is indeed full as I 
reflect upon Christmas and look forward to the what awaits us in the New Year.  December 
resonated with many wonderful opportunities for worship and fellowship as we once more 
prepared our hearts and minds for the birth of Jesus.  Indeed, the church was alive!  I pray we 
remain inspired as we embark upon the new year with a fresh sense of the beauty and the power of 
Christ moving in our lives, in our church, in our community. 
I’m excited to share on January 6th we begin a Sunday morning venture to learn more about 
Christian character.  I’ll be preaching a sermon series on the ‘fruit of the Spirit’ – qualities the 
Apostle Paul says should be traits of those who walk in the way of Jesus (Galatians 5:22-23). 
During this series, ‘fruit of the Spirit’ will be the topic for both the Children and Adult Sunday 
School classes.  We pray this intentional time of Christian formation (and transformation!) will be 
a blessing to all of us. 
    Speaking of traits, what about those new year’s resolutions many of us consider in an effort to 
‘make a change’ in the coming year?  I read an article that posed the question: What sort of New 
Year’s resolution should a Christian make?  The author shared some suggestions: Pray to the Lord 
for wisdom in regards to what resolutions, if any, He would have you make (James 1:5). Pray for 
wisdom as to how to fulfill the goals God gives you.  Rely on God’s strength to help you. Find an 
accountability partner who will help you and encourage you.  Don’t become discouraged with 
occasional failures; instead allow them to motivate you further.  Don’t become proud or vain, but 
give God the glory.  In the words of Psalm 37:5-6, “Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him 
and he will do this: He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause 
like the noonday sun.”   
    I look forward to what God has planned for us individually and collectively in 2019.  In the 
spirit of looking forward,  I share the following prayer with you: 
 
    O God of new beginnings and wonderful surprises, thank You for the gift of a new year.  May it 
be a time of grace for me, a time to grow in faith and love, a time to renew my commitment to 
following Your Son, Jesus.  May it be a year of blessing - a time to embrace my faith more fully,  a 
time to cherish my family and friends, a time to renew my efforts at work and at church,.  Walk 
with me, please, in every day and every hour of this new year, that the light of Christ might shine 
through me, in spite of my weaknesses and failings.  Above all, may I remember this year that I am 
a pilgrim on the sacred path to You. 
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A big thank you to everyone who 

participated in the Shoe Box Mission.  Your 

giving will go a long way in providing items 

for children all over the world.  The few 

things that we put in those "shoe boxes" 

make the children so happy.  They know 

how much people care about them.  We 

have seen pictures of the children receiving 

the boxes and the excitement on their faces 

is priceless.  What a wonderful way to show 

that God loves them and so do we. 

 

We have just finished purchasing items for 

the children at Salvation Army.  Many of 

you participated in purchasing items that 

were requested by families for their children. 

Clothes and games, toys and books were 

collected and I'm sure that what you were 

able to give, made so many children happy. 

 

In January, we will be asking for donations 

for the Flat Rock Home.  There is a need 

for books, games and craft-kits specific for 

ages 3 to 10. 

Missions

Kroger 
Rewards 
Program- 
Church 
Fundraiser 
Our organization number has changed 

to BQ725. Please update your Kroger 

Plus card.  Through this program, 

Kroger returns to the church a portion 

of your grocery bill. You may enroll 

online at 

krogercommunityrewards.com. 

Movie Nights! 
Friday Jan. 11th: Jumpers Wild 
6:30 – 8:30PM 
Saturday Jan. 26th: Disney’s Incredibles 2 
5 PM 

Childrens 
Activites



Happy New 
Year!



What is the fruit of the Spirit?  According the 
Apostle Paul’s letter to the Galatian Church, 
“…the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control” (Gal 5:22-23). 
These are all very good traits for a disciple of 
Jesus to exhibit in one’s life!  These attributes 
will be preached on by Rev. Coney in a 
sermon series as well as the topic in both 
Children and Adult Sunday School Classes 
starting on January 6th.  

Upcoming Events

United Methodist Women will be meeting at 
the church on Saturday, January 12th at 
10:00 a.m.  We will have our Pledge 
Service and make plans for the upcoming 
year.  All women are invited to join us. 
 
All are welcome to join us on Sunday, 
January 13th for our annual Soup and 
Salad Luncheon following the 10:15am 
service. We will have a selection of soups, 
salads, sandwiches and desserts. There will 
be a free will offering to support mission 
projects. 

United Methodist 
Women

Fruit of the Spirit

On January 21st, Faith UMC will once 
again be the host site for the annual MLK 
Community Celebration! Guest Speaker is 
Tonya Rider, Instructor in the Graduate 
Forensic Science/Investigation Program at 
Bowling Green State University.  Rider is a 
retired homicide detective.  Music by Tiffin 
University Gospel Choir. The program is at 
7:15pm is free and open to the public. 
Tickets for the Dinner at 6:00pm may be 
purchased by calling Jill Earl at (419) 448- 
3214. 

1-Terry Glick, Jim Kimmel; 3-Deb Fuller; 
4-Steve Cochie, Kanae Kuretani, Mark 
Tooley; 5-Jeanne Gnepper, Cassandra 
Traunero; 6-Kalyn Starkey; 7-Alice 
Harding, Ralph Harding;10-Aryonna Albert, 
 Jason Solomon; 11-Pat McDonald; 
12-Weston Reinbolt; 13-Danielle Willman; 
14-Becky Faber, Marilyn Kisabeth; 15-Julia 
Barger, Melissa Martin; 16-Donna Mae 
Charlton, Ray Nutter; 17-Sherry Ash, 
Sharon Skeel; 18-Elizabeth Barber, Clara 
Shawberry; 21-Maizie Grace Mellott 
23-Ronald Creeger; 25-Ken Foy; 27-Joseph 
Hummel; 31– Layla Feasel, Anthony 
McDonald, Lynette Seigley 

Martin Luther King 
Program

Birthdays

6-Jim & Joanne Kimmel; 16- Mr. & Mrs. 
James Crum; 31-John & Anna Grover 

Anniversaries


