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THE LENTEN JOURNEY HAS BEGUN!
Greetings Beloved,
I am still touched by the Ash Wednesday Service. This year, five United Methodist Churches –
Faith, St. Paul’s, Melmore, Republic Trinity and New Washington came together for a wonderful evening
of worship at Melmore UMC.

I enjoyed working with Pastors Charlene Thompson, Amy Osier, and

Amy Vittorio to design the service which was both reflective and experiential.

My heart was filled as we

come forward to place our baggage and burdens in the cleansing bowl of baptismal water, paint a cross
on the altar cloth and receive ashes. What a wonderful way to begin this season of Lent, expecting God to
create in us a clean heart as we march towards Holy Week and Easter.
It has been my ‘tradition’ to participate in a sacrificial fast during Lent as a way of reminding
myself of Jesus’ journey to the cross and opening myself more fully to His presence.

I was still

pondering what I would do when Ash Wednesday arrived and I received an email from Sharon Seyforth
Garner, Director of Belly of the Whale Spiritual Direction and Retreat Ministries which gave me
something different to ponder.

She writes, “… this year, a novel sort of sacred suggestion has been

tugging at the edges of my heart and soul. What if this year ... I do NOTHING for Lent??!! Yep nothing! What if my Lenten practice is to sit for a few minutes each day and do nothing... no agenda... no
Bible study... no journaling... no coloring (gasp!)... no doing... just being. I can only imagine God's pure
delight in a few minutes of my undivided attention... just being still together.

…This Lent, I want to slow

down, sit still, and cuddle up on the lap of God. I want to give God my undivided attention for just a few
minutes each day so that our hearts can fill to overflowing together. Maybe I'll even grab a cup of tea,
light a candle and curl up in my favorite comfy chair for 5 or 10 minutes of pure nothingness with God sounds like heaven! If the Spirit leads you, I invite you to join me in this sacred practice of "Doing
Nothing for Lent."
Immediately the Spirit led me to respond to Sharon’s email, “Doing ‘nothing’ is really a very good
‘something!’

It is just what I need to do this Lenten season. I will join you on this 40 day pilgrimage

with the Lord.’
blessing.

I do nothing but light a candle and sit… open to His presence.

Already, it has been a

Perhaps you may want to try this spiritual practice. I also invite you to join me for a five week

Lenten Bible Study beginning Wednesday, March 4 at 6:30pm. We’ll be using Adam Hamilton’s
book/video titled, The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life which speaks to the practices
that are rooted in Jesus’ own walk with God and taught throughout the New Testament.
morning offering on Thursdays.

There may be a

If interested, please call the church office.
In Christ,

Pastor Marilyn

Wednesdays at 6:30pm
March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1, 8
Join Pastor Coney for a time of study and
fellowship

using

the

book

The

Walk:

Five

Essential Practices of the Christian Life by
Adam Hamilton.
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
It’s not too late to join our Lenten study, Entering
the Passion of Jesus, A Beginner’s Guide to Holy
Week, by Amy-Jill Levine. This six-week study
covers the last days of Jesus in a way that “brings

Jonathan Knaur is the

forward aspects and details that open doors for

featured speaker for the

beginners as well as seasoned readers of the Bible.”

10 am, March 14th

Video presentations and refreshments are included!

meeting of the United

Please join us, after 8 am service or before 10:15,

Methodist Women’s

for coffee, tea, and an insight of Jesus’ journey to

Group. Jonathan raised

Easter. (No commitment needed; drop in any time!)

funds for the Athena
charity by participating
in the “Rim to Rim to
Rim” event in August,
2019. This event is a 2
day hike through the
Grand Canyon and back!
From his training to his
adventures on the trail to
information about the
charity,
Jonathan will take you
on journey. All are
welcome. Please let an
UMW member know
that you are coming; or
call the church office
(419-447-6748), so
there’s enough chairs in
the downstairs meeting
room for all!

EASTER FLOWERS
Easter flowers will be available this year for $6.50.
There will be lilies, red, white, or purple tulips,
pink, white, or purple hyacinths, and daffodils.
There will be an order form in the bulletin on
Sundays March 8, 15, and 22. Orders are due on
March 22nd.

FROM THE SPRC
As we enter the Lenten season, it is a good time to review the Conflict Resolution
policy adopted by the Administrative Council last year. It is a reminder of how the
Rules of Christ are our center, our way of life, our guide to smoother relationships with
our brothers and sisters in Christ; and to those for whom we are witnesses of Christ.
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LAY SERVANT TRAINING
Lay servant training will take place on Saturday, March 28th from 8am-4:30pm.
Training will be held at Norwalk First UMC at 60 West Main Street in Norwalk, Ohio
44857.
The cost is $25. Please register by March 13th. More information can be found on the
bulletin board in the lobby or by calling the district office at 419-668-6115.

SPRING DISTRICT CONFERENCE
AND LEADERSHIP TRAINING
The Spring District Conference and Leadership Training will take place on Saturday,
March 21st from 8:30am-12:30pm.
Training will be held at Norwalk First UMC at 60 West Main Street in Norwalk, Ohio
44857.
Four different workshops are available. They are Models for Small Group Ministries,
Maintaining Congregational Identity in Anxious Times, Staffing to the Size of Your
Congregation, and Clergy and Laity Ministries Round Table: Serving Together.
There is no cost, but registration is due by March 16th. More information can be found
on the bulletin board in the lobby or by calling the district office at 419-668-6115.

March Birthdays
1-Allen Dryfuse, Daniel
Wayne Eborg,
Christina Gooding,
Brian Roby
4- Jennifer Lee Harkins,
Kimberly Skeel
5- John Cochran, Jr.,
William Faber
7- Paige Feasel

Thank You

9- Charles P. Dundore,
Robert Lyman

Dear Faith UMC Congregation,

11- Aurora Albert
12- Charles Dryfuse

Thank you for the thoughtful donation of clothing

16- Keely Hoover,

to our students. We are always in need of pants

Scott Seigley

and underwear so this donation was very needed!

17- Betty Snyder

We were already digging through the box to use

20- Terri Davis

things the very day it arrived. Our students will

22- Kay Dewitt

benefit from your kindness.

24- Ann Hade
Thanks again,

Washington K-1 Elementary

26- Jeannine Curns
27- Emma Moon
29- Jim Schreiner
31-Wendy Thome

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
7-Anthony & Alyssa Buccione

22-Edward & Brenda Brickner

18-Earl & Sherry Ash

23-Mike & Christine Albert

20-Dean & Cheryl Strausbaugh

29-Kanae & Toshi Kuretani

