
In honor of all who nurture our minds, bodies, spirits: 
 
Her name was "Mom" Mundell. Her first name was Emily,
but everyone on post called her Mom. She single-
handedly ran the Christian Serviceman's Center in the
small town outside the boundaries of Ft. Dix, and McGuire
Air Force Base in New Jersey. She was in her 80s when I
knew her, spry, bright-eyed, and sharp. Although she had
once been engaged, she had never married. She was far
from alone, however; she had a large and ever expanding
family of young soldiers and members of the air force.
 
The Center was run on a shoe string, dependent upon the
contributions of those who received its ministry. I
remember it as a place in need of a good coat of paint.
What it lacked in funding, however, was abundantly
compensated for by the gifts of Mom Mundell. Mom was
the Center's mainstay and sole minister. Like most
mothers, Mom did it all; she cooked and served meals to
service members, presided at worship, and led in the
fellowship over jigsaw puzzles and game boards. Mom
always had time: time to listen, time to talk, time to pray.
She was the first woman preacher I ever met. Her low-
keyed ministry gave spiritual birth to
many, and spiritual nurture to many more. She may not
have been anyone's mother, but she was truly everyone's
Mom.
 
With the approach of Mother's Day, I find myself
remembering not only my mother, but also those godly
women, like Mom Mundell, who have nourished and
sustained my faith life. In their faces, in their voices, in
their presence, I was given a glimpse of life as it might be,
a glimpse of something – Someone – higher. In their
company I experienced the nurture of the Divine. I give
thanks for each and everyone of them.
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Pastor Marilyn found the following in her Mother's Day collection.



A Senior's Prayer for
Coronavirus

Shirley Bachelder, just two weeks before she turned 99, this United
Methodist wrote a beautiful prayer in the time of the coronavirus
pandemic. As in all things, she is quick to downplay any credit for her work
and this prayer is no different. “I wrote it,” she says, “but God guides me in
everything.”
 
Dear Lord and Father of us all,
Even by another name, we now know you as God, Ruler of the World and
Creator of the Universe and our own Special Father. Hear our prayers.
 
Hear the prayers of seniors, staff, workers and families at Steeplechase,
Franklin, TN.  Hide us in the shadow of your wings. Make the fortress of
our God our safety.
 
Let us not be weary in loving one another, of taking precautions, of
praying each day and praising you.  You have control of even this evil
day.
 
Be with those desperate souls trying to fathom what they can do to kill the
nucleus. Give comfort to those who panic easily. And make the days go
quickly.
 
Let us not forget to pray, not only for ourselves, but for those lonely
people who are overwhelmed And those who meet resistance in their
work to overcome this disease.
 
Help us not to be anxious about the future. Help to know that, in spite of
all the negative vibes, that you are still able.
 
In each life that my voice reaches, be assured that the least among us that
the coronavirus will be overcome.
 
That those who die will find a loving hand to guide them to the promised
Heaven. They will not be alone, but will have joy unspeakable.
 
Bless us here, we ask humbly, not because we deserve it but because we
are your people and the sheep of your pasture.
 

With love and bless again, 
Shirley.
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