God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens
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1 God, who stretched the spangled heavens
Infinite in time and place,
Flung the suns in burning radiance
Through the silent fields of space:
We, your children in your likeness,
Share inventive pow'rs with you;
Great Creator, still creating,
Show us what we yet may do.

4 As each far horizon beckons,
May it challenge us anew:
Children of creative purpose,
Serving others, hon'ring you.
May our dreams prove rich with promise;
Each endeavor well begun;
Great Creator, give us guidance
Till our goals and yours are one.

II Corinthians 13:5-14
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Test yourselves to make sure you are solid in the faith. Don’t drift along taking
everything for granted. Give yourselves regular checkups. You need firsthand evidence,
not mere hearsay, that Jesus Christ is in you. Test it out. If you fail the test, do something
about it. I hope the test won’t show that we have failed. But if it comes to that, we’d
rather the test showed our failure than yours. We’re rooting for the truth to win out in
you. We couldn’t possibly do otherwise.
We don’t just put up with our limitations; we celebrate them, and then go on to
celebrate every strength, every triumph of the truth in you. We pray hard that it will all
come together in your lives.
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I’m writing this to you now so that when I come I won’t have to say another word on
the subject. The authority the Master gave me is for putting people together, not taking
them apart. I want to get on with it, and not have to spend time on reprimands.
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And that’s about it, friends. Be cheerful. Keep things in good repair. Keep your
spirits up. Think in harmony. Be agreeable. Do all that, and the God of love and peace
will be with you for sure. Greet one another with a holy embrace. All the brothers and
sisters here say hello.
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The amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, the extravagant love of God, the
intimate friendship of the Holy Spirit, be with all of you.

For the Healing of the Nations
UMH 428
1 For the healing of the nations,
Lord, we pray with one accord;
for a just and equal sharing
of the things that earth affords;
To a life of love in action
help us rise and pledge our word,
help us rise and pledge our word.
2 Lead us forward into freedom;
from despair your world release,
that, redeemed from war and hatred,
all may come and go in peace.
Show us how through care and goodness
fear will die and hope increase,
fear will die and hope increase.
3 All that kills abundant living,
let it from the earth be banned;
pride of status, race, or schooling,
dogmas that obscure your plan.
In our common quest for justice
may we hallow life's brief span,
may we hallow life's brief span.
4 You, Creator God, have written
your great name on humankind;
for our growing in your likeness
bring the life of Christ to mind,
that by our response and service
earth its destiny may find,
earth its destiny may find.

