APRIL 2021

THE SPOTLIGHT
Loving God...reaching and serving our neighbors in Christ.

A Letter from the Pastor
Greetings Beloved,
I don’t know about you, but I’m ready for Easter... The season of Lent
has seemed longer than usual. I don’t know why. Perhaps it’s related to
the pandemic. This time last year, we were just beginning to live into
this crisis which we were certain would be short-lived. Indeed, I am
more than ready for Easter!
And yet... As I write, I’m reminded that as disciples of Jesus Christ we
live daily in the hope and promise of resurrection. A beloved colleague,
the late Rev. Dr. Linda Hollies wrote the following about Easter in her
worship book titled Trumpet in Zion, “The resurrection is about our
ability to rise! Jesus was tormented, mocked, caused public shame,
and ultimately killed. Evil felt it had the final word. Death considered
itself a victor. The grave thought itself, ‘the end.’ But Jesus got up! Evil’s
chain was broken. Death’s hold was denied. The grave was forced to
release its captive. God’s power was evidenced as Jesus, the Christ,
rose from the grave.
“The resurrection is about our ability to be like Jesus Christ and to
rise. We rise above evil circumstances. We rise above the death of hopes
and dreams. We rise above our graves of depression, desolation, and
despair... Getting up and beginning again is our theme song of joyous
and unending praise.” Beloved, every day we live in the hope of
resurrection! And so, we rise!
On Palm Sunday, believing we could be together safely following
covid protocols, our Faith Church Family returned to in-person worship
for those who desired and felt comfortable attending. Yes, it was
different, and we had some glitches which we are working out. Nonethe-less, we rose! Trusting the worst of the pandemic is behind us, we
rose above the circumstances to begin again with joy and unending
praise to our God who has been our Provision throughout these difficult
weeks and months. And we shall continue to rise in praise for Jesus
Christ in whose life, death, and resurrection we have the foundation of
our hope and salvation.
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Adult Sunday
School Classes
We are returning to inbuilding worship, while
keeping the phone-in
service.
We will need some time to
adjust the format to allow
for Sunday School to reach
all who want to join.
There will be no Sunday
School in April, with a
planned return in May.
There will be details in the
emails and the May
Spotlight.
Thank you for your
patience!

Pastor's Letter Continued
Having said this, returning to in-person worship means
we must all “rise” to make our Sunday time together not
only worshipful, but safe for those who chose to attend in
person. For those of you who will come, the Health
Commission has said that it is safe to sing with masks on if
we are seated every third pew. We’ll need everyone’s help
to accomplish this. I am encouraged knowing we can and
will be united as we “rise” to meet this need and I thank
you.
Finally, I commend to you The Easter Sunday Virtual
Choir. This amazing experience brought together over 400
people from around the world – proving that even in the
midst of a pandemic we are still united. Watch as
hundreds of United Methodists from across the globe join
together to sing Thine Be The Glory. It can be found at the
GBOD Worship website
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/be-a-part-ofthe-united-methodist-church-easter-virtual-choir or on
You Tube https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=c9KnAzKLOgo
May the blessings of Easter be upon us as we receive
anew the Risen Christ!

Pastor Marilyn

April Missions
April Missions we will be collecting the following items
for the non food panty.
- Shampoo & Conditioner
- Laundry soap & softener
- Toothpaste and brushes
- Razors & shaving cream
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Faith
Sponsoring
Traveling
Baseball
Team!
Our church is sponsoring
the S.W.A.T. (Starts With A
Team) traveling baseball
team from Tiffin. Their goal
is to have no child left
behind because of financial
issues. We have donated to
the team to help with their
expenses. Coach Josh Ree,
who lives near the church
and was married at the
church last year, is very
excited that we are
supporting these young
men. Several are planning
to attend the games and
we are all welcome to their
games. Our church logo
will be put on their banner,
so everywhere they travel
we will be going with them.
We will be putting some
info up on our bulletin
board for more information
on the guys and their team.
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APRIL
BIRTHDAYS
1-Adam Arnold
3-Linda Shrode
6-Laura Adelsperger,
Joseph Ash
7—Carl Nay,
Gary Solomon
9-Pauline Feasel
11-Brian Mesnard
12-Joshua Briggs
13-Evan Messer,
Brad Newman
14-Ava Newman
15-Mary Alice Heising
16-Andy Foy
19-Lucretia Jordan
20-Brenda Brickner
21-Don Cramer
24-Shirley Sterling
26-Marilyn Coney
27-Joanne Kimmel Donna
Edelman

APRIL
ANNIVERSARIES
12—Rick & Shirley
Sterling
28-Ben & Marilee
Ladd
29-Steven & Kimberly
Skeel

From Flat Rock
On behalf of Flat Rock I
thank you for your very
generous contribution of
collected in-kind items to
be used by those we serve.
We are grateful for your
willingness to partner in
ministry with us. Please
know that our prayers are
with you.
Sincerely,
Deaconess Sherri Buehl

Camp in 2021!
After much prayer, consultation, and creative thinking , the
East Ohio Camps leadership team has decided to move forward
with our plans for Summer Camp programs in 2021 at
Aldersgate, Asbury and Wanake.
We’ll be wearing masks when needed, sticking with our small
groups, keeping our distance from each other, and minimizing
activities that gather us in large groups. This summer our focus
will be on people more than ever. Keeping campers and staff
safe is our highest priority. A distinct advantage to camp is that
most activities can be outdoors.
We are grateful for your continuing support. You have been
generous with your gifts. We ask for your prayers for East Ohio
Camp and Retreat Ministries. We will continue to pray for you
and your families. In these hard times we can all depend on a
God who is with us always and whose love is steadfast. Until we
see you face to face, we pray God’s Peace and Blessings on you
and your family!
For information on Summer Camps, call the East Ohio Camps
Office at 330-499-3972 and use the extension 108 or visit
www.EOCSummercamps.org
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