FEBRUARY 2020

THE SPOTLIGHT
LOVING GOD...REACHING AND SERVING OUR
NEIGHBORS IN CHRIST

A Letter from Pastor Marilyn
Greetings Beloved of God!
This year it’s been hard for me to let the season of Christmas
comes to a close. The lights I placed on a tall, slender bush outside
near the front door still shine from dusk to dawn, and I still light
my Christmas tree indoors! There have been times in years past
that I left the tree up through Epiphany. This will be one of those
years. So much is going on in the world, that these visuals are but a
gentle reminder for me that the “The Light shines in the
darkness...” and the hope we have in Jesus Christ!
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As the season of Lent approaches, I’m drawn to one of my
favorite authors and theologians of the late 20th century, Fr. Henri
Nouwen. In Sabbatical Journey: The Diary of His Final Year, we
find these words of Nouwen,
Lent is a time of returning to God. It is a time to confess
how we keep looking for joy, peace and satisfaction in the many people
and things surrounding us, without really finding what we desire.
Lent is a time of refocusing, of reentering the place of truth,
of reclaiming our true identity as beloved sons and daughters of God.
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And so, we begin our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday,
TIFFINFAITHUMC
February 17th. Because of the pandemic, we’ll not be able to
gather for a traditional evening Ash Wednesday worship service. However, the church will be open
for the Imposition of Ashes. You are invited to come between the hours of 11:00am to 1:00pm
and again from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. Individuals will receive a prayer litany and devotional upon
entering the sanctuary. Ashes will be available on small, individual 2x2 plates and placed on tables
near the altar. While keeping socially distant you’ll be invited to approach the table, take a plate with
ashes and mark your forehead with the sign of the cross as I share the words of imposition. Safe
practices will be adhered to (wearing of mask and social distancing).
I’d also like to invite you to the six week Lenten Study which begins on the following
Thursday, February 18th at 6:30pm. We’ll use the book: Seven Words: Listening to Jesus from the
Cross by Rev. Susan Robb. The author helps us to look at the seven last words of Christ on the cross
through a lens that finds life and hope in His final sayings, while exploring each from a biblical and
historical perspective. While many of us naturally wish to avoid the reality of the cross, it’s from the
cross that Jesus speaks and shows his deepest love for us.
Blessings to each of you as we begin the Lenten journey!

-Pastor Marilyn
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Book Club
Book club will meet Tuesday, February 9th at 5pm at the
church to have a light supper and discuss the book: The
Little Old Lady Who Broke All the Rules by Catharina
Ingelman-Sundberg. (Thought we all needed a laugh this
month!)
Bring your own drink & mask; masks are available at the
door, too.
All are invited! The book is available through Amazon,
Audible and the library....check with the pastor if you are
having trouble finding a copy.

Missions for February
The February mission will be for Flat Rock Home. Items that are
needed are listed below.
Items Needed:
Laundry Detergent, Baby & Regular
Body Wash – Alveeno, Sensitive Skin
Tooth paste, Regular & Sensitive
Please bring those items to the church and put in the Narthex
throughout the month of February.
You can also make a monetary donation and Linda Cantley will shop
for you.

Ash Wednesday
The church will be open for the
Imposition of Ashes

11am-1pm AND 5pm-7pm
Wednesday, February 17th
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WORSHIP NEWS
RELATED TO REOPENING
Faith UMC’s policy is to remain
closed for in-person worship when
the Seneca County is coded red.
The Administrative Council
decided at its meeting on January
26th that when the county
reaches a lower level (orange or
yellow), they will meet as soon as
possible to discern when the
church can safely reopen.
In the meantime, we continue to
worship at 9:20am on Sunday
mornings using the phone call-in
number: (339) 207-6119.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1- Rebecca McBride, Keith Lemons, Curt Mellott
3– Ron Cramer, Jill Dryfuse4– Richard Traunero
8—Eric Depinet
9– Virginia Cochie Jaclyn Schalk
11—Dan Galaba13—Mark Mesnard
14—Sharon Richey
15—Mary Jo Nay
17—Bethany Simpkins
19—Andrew Newman
21—Sandy Dryfuse
23—Allan Perrine, Brianna Richey
24—Heather Arnold, Linda Lonsbury
27—Bernard Ladd
28—Matt Schalk

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
11—Gary & Kay Hicks
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