
6pm: Harp Music and Carols
6:30pm: Candlelight Worship Service

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24TH

Christmas Eve
Worship

Blue ChristmasBlue Christmas
A service of remembrance and hope.A service of remembrance and hope.

  
This time of year can be a mix ofThis time of year can be a mix of

emotions that make it a challenge.emotions that make it a challenge.  
We invite you for a service ofWe invite you for a service of

reflection, comfort, and hope forreflection, comfort, and hope for
hurting hearts.hurting hearts.

  

DECEMBER 21ST AT NOONDECEMBER 21ST AT NOON
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Music provided by Jan FoyMusic provided by Jan Foy

Music provided by: 
Jo Lynn Ferguson Rhodes 

and Nancy Ferguson  

This worship experience is an
ecumenical offering of Faith UMC,

St Paul UMC, Little Faith
Ministries, St. John UCC, 
Republic Trinity UMC, 

Melmore UMC, Sycamore UMC, and
Union Salem UMC.

THE
SPOTLIGHT
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L O V I N G  G O D . . . R E A C H I N G
A N D  S E R V I N G  O U R

N E I G H B O R S  I N  C H R I S T

A LETTER FROM
PASTOR MARILYN
Greetings Beloved,
           This time of year presents so many
opportunities for us to witness to the love of Jesus
Christ, locally and globally. Thanks to all who
supported Operation Christmas Child last month.
Because of your generosity, we were able to prepare
seventy-eight ‘shoe boxes’ which will be sent overseas
to bless children around the globe. During December,
we’ll have the opportunity to support families through
First Call for Help and/or The Salvation Army. I’m
grateful that our Missions Committee does such a
wonderful job of providing us every month with
means to reach out to those in need.
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Pastors Letter
Continued

Our mission focus in January will be
joining our East Ohio Conference in
the ‘Teach, Reach, Bless’ campaign
to raise $1.5 million dollars to build
a dormitory for female students at
Africa University. More details are
in the article in this month’s
newsletter as well as on the
Conference website (eocumc.com).
Once again, our church is
committed to match gifts up to
$2,500!  I’m excited to share that
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. William
McFadden will also match every $3
with $1 for gifts given prior to the
end of this year! What may be
perceived as a small gift will go a
very long way. For example, $10
would become $26! Please consider
giving this month if you are able.
Rev. McFadden will be our Guest
Preacher on Sunday, December 5.
He and his wife Marty were present
when ground was broken for Africa
University in 1989 and have
remained very committed to its
ministry of education.  Please join
me in welcoming them.
 I also want share about something
new for Christmas worship – the
Blue Christmas Service. Blue? Yes,
blue as in the blues. As in "I am
feeling blue." Not everyone is up
and cheery for the Christmas
holidays. For some, the approaching
holiday does not bring with it the
joy and happiness most people
expect to experience. Dealing with
the death of a loved one, facing life
after divorce or separation, coping
with the loss of a job, living with
cancer or other disease that puts a
question mark over the future, and
any number of other human
situations make parties and
joviality painful for many people.

Continued on Page 4

It's our tradition to honor our church support
staff with a Christmas Love Offering. If you
would like to show appreciation to our staff
for their yearlong work, please mark your
envelope "Love Offering" . Please send it, drop
it off, put it in the collection plate or church
office by Dec. 19th. Thank you!

Staff Appreciation

Gary Fout has faithfully cut out thousands of
coupons for military families. Now he needs
help. 
On the next page are the instructions for
sorting, bagging and mailing. The Fouts will
pay postage; or you are welcome to help with
that, too! Contact the Fouts @ 937-578-8506
by phone/text; or email pegeen67@gmail.com.
We will leave a bag with your name on it in
the narthex. Then you can return the sorted
bags there.
This is a worthy cause, part of our mission to
our neighbors; and your time is your donation!
Thank you for your help and prayerful support
as well.

Coupons for Families

Poinsettias are available in red, white, or pink
and are $9 each. Order forms are at the rear
of the sanctuary. Please turn orders in by
Sunday, December 5th. 

Poinsettias
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In December, Missions will once again be
colleting gifts and gift cards for families
through First Call for Help. 
We are also collecting new or gently used
shoes for the Transformation Life Center
(Homeless Shelter). The box for donations is
outside of the Pastor's office. Shoe donations
are due by December 10th.

Missions
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Pastors Letter
Continued

This year, I’m excited to join with
other clergy and churches in
offering our community a Blue
Christmas worship experience that
creates sacred space for people
who are living through challenging
times. This service will have a more
quiet, somber feel than a
traditional Christmas worship
service as scripture, music and
prayer focus on the comfort God
offers during difficult times. The
Blue Christmas service provides a
place where persons have an
opportunity to grieve, but also to
experience the hope of Jesus Christ.
Whether you’re feeling blue or
wanting to offer support to
someone who does, this service will
be a blessing to all who attend!
 Finally, we are delighted that
Nancy Ferguson and daughter, Jo
Lynn Ferguson-Rhodes will be back
as the musicians for the Christmas
Eve Service. Our organist Jan Foy
also plays for St. John United
Church of Christ. When the
Christmas Eve worship times for the
two churches seemed a bit close,
Nancy agreed to help out and
mention the possibility of having an
ensemble to sing on Christmas Eve...
so if you are interested, please let
us know!
 As you can see, there is much
happening this month. I pray that
each of us will find meaningful
ways to participate in the wonders
of God’s most precious and
powerful gift to us, Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Savior. As we prepare to
celebrate the birth of baby Jesus,
may we also be so inspired by His
life that we each continue our
journey to be more like Him.

-Pastor Marilyn

The adult Sunday school class is tackling The
Redemption of Scrooge by Matt Rawle for
their Advent study. All are welcome to join 
 Sunday School following worship service or
attend evening sessions at 6:30pm on Wed,
Dec 8 and Tuesdays, 14, & 21. Books for
evening study available on the table in the
lobby. This is a video/text study especially for
Advent. 
Contact Peggy Fout pegeen67@gmail.com to
make sure there are enough books for all.
We're looking forward to studying this
changed man!

Scrooge for Advent
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In January of 2020, the East Ohio
Conference launched the public phase of
the Teach • Reach • Bless campaign to
raise and collect $1.5 million to build and
furnish a new residence hall for female
students on the campus of Africa University
(AU). The dorm will enable more female
students to live on campus, meaning they
will not need to find off-campus housing
and commute to class – situations that
make them vulnerable to untenable
situations. The new residence hall will house
88 female students and two counselors and
will be the second East Ohio Conference-
built dorm on campus, the first having been
built in 1997. The Conference also has the
most endowed AU scholarships of any
conference in The United Methodist Church.
 
“The East Ohio Conference has been
absolutely generous since the start of this
University, and I know that they will
continue to be,” said campaign co-chair the
Rev. Bill McFadden, whose commitment to
AU dates to 1989 when he, his wife Marty,
and their daughter and son-in-law were
present when ground was broken to begin
construction of the University. The Teach •
Reach • Bless campaign is a three-year
campaign, with financial commitments due
by December 31, 2022, but to try and
accelerate collection of committed funds so
that ground for it can be broken in early
2022, Rev. Bill and Marty McFadden issued
a challenge gift in January that will add $1
to every $3 collected in 2021.
 
“This campaign has flourished. The
generosity of the people of East Ohio has
been absolutely fantastic. All the things
that I hoped would happen, they have
happened,” said Dr. Maggie Jackson, co-
chair of the Teach • Reach • Bless
campaign and former member of the
Africa University board of directors.

Bishop Tracy S. Malone said,
“Because of the generosity of
congregations here in the East
Ohio Conference together we
are providing safe and secure
housing while students pursue
their education. There are 25
countries among the students at
Africa University. So, you can
imagine when we educate a
student at Africa University, we
are literally transforming the
continent of Africa.”
 
Through the end of October
$1,162,384 has been collected,
meaning that only $337,616
needs to be collected to reach
the $1.5 million campaign goal.
Learn more about the 
Teach • Reach • Bless campaign
on the East Ohio Conference
website at
www.eocumc.com/teachreachbless.

Building a New Residence Hall
for Female Africa University
Students
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The family of Ardella J. Waldbauer
wishes to express deep appreciation
and sincere thanks for your kind
expression of sympathy.
Thank you for the donation towards the
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network in
honor of mom. We are grateful to
support research for this terrible
disease. We truly appreciate the
countless prayers and unending love
during mom's cancer journey. She felt
every single prayer and support from
each of you. Her love will continue on
through her family and friends. She is
smiling down from heaven and at 
 peace with our God. 

Thank you.
Bill Waldbauer, Amy & Paul, 
Tyler & Amanda, and Nichole

1-Terry Glick, Jim Kimmel
4- Kanae Kuretani, 
Mark Tooley
5-Jeanne Gnepper,
Cassandra Traunero 
6-Kalyn Starkey 
7-Ralph Harding  
9-Joyce Austin 
10-Aryonna Albert,  
Jason Solomon 
11-Pat McDonald
12-Weston Reinbolt
13-Danielle Willman
14-Becky Faber, 
Marilyn Kisabeth
15- Melissa Martin 
16-Donna Mae Charlton,
Ray Nutter 
17-Sherry Ash, 
Sharon Skeel 
18-Elizabeth Barber, 
Clara Shawberry
21-Maizie Grace Mellott 
23-Ronald Creeger
25-Ken Foy
27-Joseph Hummel;
31- Anthony McDonald,
Lynette Seigley

December Birthdays

December Anniversaries
5-Patrick & Stephanie
Marshall
20-Gary & Jan Dundore
26-Daniel & Melissa Martin 
27-Ronald & Melody
Creeger

Thank You
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