This Is My Father’s World
UMH 144

This is my Father's world,
and to my listening ears
all nature sings, and round me rings
the music of the spheres.
This is my Father's world:
I rest me in the thought
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;
his hand the wonders wrought.
This is my Father's world,
the birds their carols raise,
the morning light, the lily white,
declare their maker's praise.
This is my Father's world:
he shines in all that's fair;
in the rustling grass I hear him pass;
he speaks to me everywhere.
This is my Father's world.
O let me ne'er forget
that though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father's world:
why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is King; let the heavens ring!
God reigns; let the earth be glad!

This is a Day of New
Beginnings, vs. 1, 4
UMH 383
This is a day of new beginnings,
time to remember and move on,
time to believe what love is bringing,
laying to rest the pain that’s gone.
In faith we’ll gather round the table
To taste and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings;
Our God is making all things new.

Acts 5:27-32, John 20:19-21
The first reading from Acts, chapter 5 happens after Jesus has ascended into
Heaven. Peter and the other Apostles had been arrested for preaching in Jesus’
name. They were let go, and now have been arrested again. They are being put
on trial for staying true to God, by standing in the temple and teaching the people
about Jesus.
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And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the
high priest asked them, 28 saying, “Did we not strictly command you not to teach
in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend
to bring this Man’s blood on us!”
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But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God
rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered
by hanging on a tree. 31 Him, God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and
Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are His
witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to
those who obey Him.”

The second reading from John, chapter 20 is concerned with the
commissioning of the Apostles.
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Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When He had
said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad
when they saw the Lord.
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So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also
send you.”

Here I Am Lord
UMH 593
I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard My people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin, My hand will save.
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear My light to them? Whom shall I send? (Refrain)
Refrain: Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord?
I have heard You calling in the night.
I will go Lord, if You lead me.
I will hold Your people in my heart.
I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have born my peoples pain.
I have wept for love of them, They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love
alone.
I will speak My word to them, Whom shall I send? (Refrain)
I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide, Till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give My life to them, Whom shall I send? (Refrain)

