MARCH 2022

THE SPOTLIGHT

Loving God...reaching and serving our neighbors in Christ.

Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday
10am-3pm

Contact Us:

Online:

Phone:
419-447-6748

Website:
tiffinfaith.org

Email:
office@tiffinfaith.org

Facebook:
TiffinFaithUMC

Greetings Beloved,
The Season of Lent is upon us, a time when we ‘journey into the wilderness with Jesus’
in preparation to celebrate Easter. Lent is a time of soul searching and repentance. It is a
40-day period for reflection and taking stock. The number 40 relates to many biblical
events such as the Israelites wandering in the desert for 40 years after fleeing the
Egyptians; and Moses being on Mount Sinai for 40 days and nights, on two separate
occasions receiving God's laws. In the season of Lent, we turn to Jesus, acknowledging the
40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness in preparation for His ministry. It was here that the
devil tempted Him in with failed efforts to get Jesus to abandon His mission and calling. I
pray these examples help us to understand how, scripturally, the number 40 is
representative of preparation, self-examination, repentance and transformation and why
this season of Lent is so important in a Christian’s walk. Since Sundays celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus, the six Sundays that occur during Lent are not counted as part of the
40 days of Lent and are referred to as the Sundays in Lent.
We begin on Ash Wednesday when ashes are placed on our foreheads as we humbly
come before God recognizing the sin/brokenness in our lives and what needs to change in
us if we are to become more Jesus. You can find biblical references to ashes in 2 Samuel
13:19, Esther 4:1-3, Job 42:6, and Jeremiah 6:26. If you are not able to physically receive
the ashes, I suggest making the sign of the cross on your forehead and remembering that
you are dust and to dust you shall return. Ultimately, this is a heart issue for all of us.
What matters is coming before the Lord with a contrite heart, seeking to be changed for
His good. If you want to journey with others, consider participating in one the Lenten
studies being offered. Information about the observance of Ash Wednesday on March 2nd
and the Lenten Studies are in this newsletter.
May the Lenten season be one of transformation and blessing!

Pastor Marilyn

SHARING
KITCHEN
In spite of Covid, the
sharing kitchen
continues to feed those
in the community who
need a hot home-cooked
meal. Anyone is
welcome regardless of
financial status. No
questions asked.
Takeouts are also
available. St Pauls UMC
prepares approximately
50 meals every Monday
and Thursdays at 11:30
to 12:30.
We have a few faithful
volunteers who work
one day, every third
month. The dates for
2022 are March 7 and
10, June 13 and 16,
August 22 and 25, and
September 8. If you
would like to join the
team, contact Sue
Klopfenstein

OBSERVING LENT
The Lenten Season begins with Ash Wednesday on
March 2nd when Christians acknowledge our mortality
and enter a season of penitence in preparation for Holy
Week and Easter. Because of the ongoing pandemic, we’ll
not be able to gather for a traditional Ash Wednesday
worship service. However, the church will be open for the
Imposition of Ashes between the hours of 11:45am to
1:00pm and 5:15pm to 6:30pm. Individuals will receive a
devotional upon entering the sanctuary and be guided to
approach the altar where there will be tables with ashes on
small, individual 2x2 plates. Pastor Marilyn will invite each
person to take a plate with ashes and mark their forehead
with the sign of the cross as she shares the words of
imposition. After, you may sit for a time of reflection or
exit the sanctuary.
To further assist persons on their Lenten journey, we are
pleased to offer the following six week small group Lenten
studies at the church:
Peggy Fout will lead a study using the book Simon
Peter: Flawed but Faithful Disciple by Adam Hamilton.
This study begins Sunday, March 6th and will be led
during Adult Sunday School which is held after the
worship service.
Terri Davis will lead a study using the book,
Celebration Of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual
Growth by Richard J. Foster and will focus on some of
the practices Jesus used. It begins on Tuesday, March
8th at 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Coney will lead a study using The Lord’s
Prayer: The Meaning and Power of the Prayer Jesus
Taught by Adam Hamilton. This study begins
Wednesday, March 9that 6:30 p.m.
The 40 days of Lent is a wonderful time to intentionally
reflect on our spiritual journeys. Please consider taking
advantage of these unique opportunities as we move
towards the death of Jesus on Good Friday and His glorious
resurrection on Easter morn!

MARCH
MISSIONS
Our March missions will
be collecting peanut
butter that will be sent to
Haiti. Please tape a
quarter to the top of each
jar to help with shipping.

UNITED METHODIST
WOMEN
The United Methodist Women group will
be returning soon after a long hiatus. The
first meeting back will take place on
Saturday March 12 at 10am. This is open
to all ladies of any age. We are looking
forward to seeing some new faces!

THANK YOU
The floodgates have
opened for needs greater
than anything I have
ever seen. The
generosity and giving
from our church has
helped me to continue to
meet the needs of
children in our
community. Something
as simple as food should
never be a luxury. The
heart of your church is
truly a reflection of the
hands and feet of Christ.
With love, Michelle
Tuite

March Birthdays

HEADSHOTS
AGAINST
HUMAN
TRAFFICKING
SATURDAY, MARCH 19TH FROM 9AM-1PM

Headshots Against Human Trafficking will take
place on Saturday, March 19th from 9am to 1pm
at the offices of Sisters in Shelter!
Get a new and professional headshot taken by
Laura’s Lenses (our administrative assistant here
at Faith UMC), support a wonderful non-profit
Sisters in Shelter as they fight against human
trafficking and domestic violence. There will also
be Bailiwicks coffee and baked goods.
Email contact@lauraslenses.com to sign up!

1-Allen Dryfuse,
Daniel Wayne Eborg,
Christina Gooding,
Brian Roby,
Sharon Smith
4- Jennifer Lee Harkins,
Kimberly Skeel
5- John Cochran, Jr.,
William Faber
7- Paige Feasel
9- Charles P. Dundore,
Robert Lyman
11- Aurora Albert
12- Charles Dryfuse
16- Keely Hoover,
Scott Seigley
17- Betty Snyder
20- Terri Davis
22- Kay Dewitt
24- Ann Hade
26- Jeannine Curns
27- Emma Moon
29- Jim Schreiner

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
7-Anthony & Alyssa Buccione
18-Earl & Sherry Ash
20-Dean & Cheryl Strausbaugh

22-Edward & Brenda Brickner
23-Mike & Christine Albert
29-Kanae & Toshi Kuretani

